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for progression of carotid atherosclerosis.'®
Prenatal exposureto methylmercury hasbeen cor-
related with significant blood pressure elevations
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of reduced glutathione, amajor source of oxidant
protection. Mercury, as well as cadmium,
generates highly toxic hydroxyl radicalsfrom the
breakdown of hydrogen peroxide, which further

Alternative Medicine Review [0 Volume 7, Number 6 [0 2002 Page 461
Copyright©2002 Thorne Research, Inc. All Rights Reserved. No Reprint Without Written Permission



Mercury ToxXicity Review

effects of methylmercury or inorganic mercury.
An outstanding characteristic of this cell line is
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Grunert subjected miceto lethal doses of
mercuric chloride accompanied with ALA.% He
found the ALA-to-mercury ratio was crucial in
determining the outcome. A ratio of 6-8 moles
ALA per mole mercuric chloride was necessary
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Lipoic acid hasbeen shown, by itsincreas-
ing of cellular glutathione levels, to support the
mobilization and excretion of mercury, and to de-
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